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November 1, 2011

Mr. Edward A. Hartfeld
1551 Veronica Place
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

Dear Mr. Hartfeld:

This is to follow up City Administrator Jim Armstrong’s letter to you regarding your
request to name the City’s new airline terminai after Dwight Murphy.

At the next regularly scheduled Airport Commission meeting, Wednesday, November
16, at 7 p.m., | will brief Commission on the requirements outlined in the City’s Municipal
Code related to the naming of public buildings and ask if there is any additional
information Commission would find useful in considering the matter at a hearing after
the first of the year.

A public heanng will be heid at the first regularly scheduled Commission meeting after
January 1 where all Commissioners can be in attendance. At the public hearing
Commission will consider the necessity or desirability of naming the Airport Terminal
with the proposed name and any altemate names. Airport Commission will then prepare
a recommendation for action by the City Council. | will notify you of the date that
Commission will consider your request.

Airport Commission regularly meets the third Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. in
the Airport Administration Conference Room, 601 Norman Firestone Rd., Goleta, CA. If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me by telephone or emai.

Sincersly,

%Wu

Karen Ramsdell

Airport Director

(805) 967-7111
KRamsdell@SantaBarbaraCa.qov

cc: James L. Armstrong, City Administrator
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 City of Santa Barbara

City Administrator’s Office www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov

October 18, 2011

City Hall . Edward A. Hartfeld
r3oAnacapasirest 1561 Veronica Place
SantaBarbara, CA  ganta Barbara, CA 93105
931011990

Dear Mr. Hartfeld:

Mailing Address:

P 0.Box 1990 We received your letter dated August 24, 2011, regarding naming the new airline
Senta Barbara, A terminal after Dwight Murphy.

03102-1990

| have referred your request, and others, to the Airport Department and the Airport
Tel: 805-564-5305  Commission for their consideration of this request, per Chapter 22.48 of the Santa
Fax. 8058071993 Barbara Municipal Code (see attachment).

Per the Municipal Code, the Airport Commission will hold a public hearing to consider
the necessity or desirability of naming the Airport Terminal with the proposed name and

any alternate names. The Airport Commission shall then prepare a recommendation for
action by the City Council.

Our Airport Director Karen Ramsdell will let you know when the Airport Commission
considers your proposal.

;Smd' y

James L. Amstrong
City ddministrator

cc: Karen Ramsdell, Airport Director

Attachment: Chapter 22.48 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code
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Mr. James L. Armstrong August 24, 2011 edhardeld@gmail.com W
City Administrator .
Post Office Box 1990 %

Santa Barbara, CA 93102-1990

Dear Mr. Armstrong:

There is a most deserving individual who could be memorialized by naming the new air
terminal for him. He is little known today due to his passion for anonymity while he was making
innumerable major contributions that clearly were the foundation of the international fame of
Santa Barbara as we know it today. In particular, he was the modest driver of Santa Barbara’s
renaissance following the 1925 earthquake. The list of his contributions, mostly civic but also
humanitarian and equestrian, runs several pages. His name; Mr. Dwight Murphy (1884-1968).

As mayor in 1953 Mr. John Rickard, who among other very fine things was a gifted
speaker, delivered an extraordinary tribute to Mr. Murphy in presenting him with the “Man of
the Year” award and cited dozens of his contributions to Santa Barbara, and in fact the entire
state, that were truly staggering. (It was about this point in his life, age 70, that Murphy finally
let his associates -- and publisher Tom Storke, his best friend and monopolizer of the local press
-- start to reveal his uncanny and unstinting efforts.) Upon his death in 1968 Dwight Murphy’s
editorial column obituary stated: Once in 1953 he was named Santa Barbara’s “Man of the
Year”. He was in fact, as much as any local resident, the “Man of the Century”. He still deserves
that accolade.

Overcoming earthquake, Great Depression, World War II and much civic indifference
Dwight Murphy was clearly the genius behind Santa Barbara’s renaissance becoming founder,
chairman, donor and moving force of many projects including: The 1927 airport site selection
committee; development and long term preservation and success of Fiesta and the horse shows
including acquisition of the fairgrounds and most of the municipal golf course land; building of
the fairgrounds; city’s conversion to Spanish themed architecture (Plans and Planting sponsor,
founded and chaired City Master Planning Committee following 1925 earthquake); as Chairman
of the Parks and Recreation Commission, quadrupling of the developed park system and lining
miles of streets with trees completely changing the city’s urban landscape (Invented unemployed
relief programs concept and when adopted nationally headed California’s programs); personal
acquisition for the city of the entire beach front from Milpas to Santa Barbara Streets and back to
the railroad right of way (repaid by bond issue); underwrote bond issue for the two beachfront
blocks from Santa Barbara to State Streets; acquisition and rehabilitation of Stearns Wharf with
acquisition for the city of the beach front from State to Chapala Streets; the breakwater which
also created Leadbetter Beach and most of East Beach (funded feasibility studies, handled Major
Max Fleischmann’s donations and paid workmen on own when contractor failed); A. Childs
estate property acquisition and development of the zoo, and Bradbury Dam/Tecolote
Tunnel/South Coast Water Distribution System (pushed for essential election vote and Federal
funds). These just scratch the surface. (For a full list see page 227 of California’s Knight on a
Golden Horse). For several decades it was unusual for anyone or any organization to undertake a
project or cause without asking Mr. Murphy to become either its leader or major participant. He
also was clearly the city’s greatest humanitarian from 1920 until his death in 1968. And, as
California State Horse Racing Board commissioner for 16 years, eight as chairman, single
handedly eliminated corruption rife in the industry. Also, he saved from extinction the Golden
Palomino, the ceremonial royal horse of Spain. CONTINUED




PAGE TWO

It is worth noting that Major Max Fleischmann relegated much of the detail work of most
of his very substantial philanthropies and donations to Mr. Murphy because the Major was
disdainful of detail whereas Mr. Murphy, whose business career included head of the family’s
large railway equipment business, loved management in all of its aspects. As its treasurer from
the founding of the Santa Barbara Foundation in 1928 he was instrumental in its operation and
ultimate success and forced, through a threat to quit, the introduction of women both to its board
of trustees and membership. From the late 1930°s through the Cachuma Reclamation Project of
the 1950°s, latterly under the sponsorship of the Foundation, he successfully championed efforts
to expand the city’s water supply. As the city’s foremost fund raiser it is likely Dwight Murphy
encouraged some of Fleischmann’s huge donations, e.g. breakwater, Old Mission restorations.

Quoting from a recent article by William McGurn of the Wall Street Journal: “The
purpose of memorials ... is not simply to commemorate a dead past. It is to take out something
vibrant from that past to inspire those in the here and now”. For forty years this obsessively
modest man dedicated his life, fortune and extraordinary genius to Santa Barbara’s quality of
life, making it much more “vibrant” in the process. No one did more or served as a more
outstanding citizenship example.

In researching, at the request of the city’s Parks and Recreation Department for its 2001
Centennial, my father’s administration of that department from 1930 to 1935, 1 uncovered some
indication of the true extent of Mr. Murphy’s extraordinary contributions to Santa Barbara and
feeling a part of its vital history would otherwise be lost forever, I became his biographer. Due to
his uncanny success in generally avoiding the public eye for 40 years, extensive research was
necessary. In the process I concluded a great injustice would be done unless his name was
properly memorialized in some appropriate manner.

Realizing the need for increased public awareness of him various publications were
produced including: The hardcover biography California’s Knight on a Golden Horse of which
1,300 copies have been sold locally (Esp. pgs. 103, 139-48, 157-58, 165-68, 170-72, 222-23); the
Historical Museum’s Noticias’ of Winter 2001 and the double Summer/Autumn of 2005; plus
various articles for local news papers and the Montecito Magazine. Also, some two dozen talks
with visual projections were given to most local institutions of amy significance and service
clubs, attendees totaling about 2,000.

Feeling that the city’s decision makers, relevant for such a memorial, cannot fully
appreciate the significance of Mr. Murphy’s impact without doing so, I will most gladly provide
copies of the above publications gratis. Such thorough documentation would seem to be required
for so important a memorial.

Furthermore, should the new air terminal be named for Mr. Murphy 1 plan to propose that
an enlarged, possibly life sized, version of an impressive Spanish equestrian statuette of Mr.
Murphy be placed in front of the new terminal building. (Please refer to page 118 of California’s
Knight on a Golden Horse for photo.) It along with a number of other articles from Mr.
Murphy’s estate have already been offered for the historical displays planned for the terminal
interior.

Given that extensive effort has gone into designing the new terminal building using the
Hispanic metaphor, I can think of nothing more suited to dramatically emphasizing that
metaphor for newly arriving air passengers to our very special city, special in great measure
because Dwight Murphy above all other citizens made it so, particularly as the father and long
time sustainer of La Fiesta along with his key role in the adoption of Andalusian style
architecture for the business district.

I would personally exert all possible effort to assist in the funding and approval process

for sucha me:orial. j

Cc: K. Ramsde
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September 24, 2011

Ms. Karen Ramsdell, Director
Santa Barbara Airport

601 Firestone Road

Santa Barbara, CA 93117

Dear Ms. Ramsdell:

While [ realize that you must have more important things to do, at your convenience it
would be much appreciated if you could spare a moment to bring me up to date on any
deliberations or developments in the matter of possibly dedicating the new terminal building to a
deserving citizen either by phone or mail. My last information is that the matter was being
referred to you and your commission by City Administrator James L. Armstrong.

Whether the terminal can be dedicated to him or not, the vision of the equestrian statue of
Dwight Murphy, the individual most responsible for Santa Barbara’s, and the terminal’s, much
revered Spanish metaphor, in Spanish dress, is undeniably fitting and would be most impressive
and instructive to newly arriving air passengers. Of course there are available a good many
artifacts, pictorial and otherwise for the interior displays you contemplate that would educate the
public regarding the significance of the dedication and or statue.

Thank you,

VAL

Cc: Mr. James L. Armstrong L
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